CHILDRED

O God! Educate these children. These children are the plants of Thine orchard, the flowers of Thy
meadow, the roses of Thy garden. Let Thy rain fall upon them; let the Sun of Reality shine upon
them with Thy love. Let Thy breeze refresh them in order that they may be trained, grow and
develop, and appear in the utmost beauty. Thou art the Giver. Thou art the Compassionate.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O my merciful Lord! This is a hyacinth which hath grown in the garden of Thy good pleasure and a
twig which hath appeared in the orchard of true knowledge. Cause it, O Lord of bounty, to be
refreshed continually and at all times through Thy vitalizing breezes, and make it verdant, fresh
and flourishing through the outpourings of the clouds of Thy favours, O Thou kind Lord! Verily
Thou art the All-Glorious.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a proper education hath, however, deprived him of that
which he doth inherently possess. Through a word proceeding out of the mouth of God he was
called into being; by one word more he was guided to recognize the Source of his education; by yet
another word his station and destiny were safeguarded. The Great Being saith: Regard man as a
mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its treasures, and
enable mankind to benefit therefrom.

Bah&'u’llah

As to thy question regarding the education of children: it behooveth thee to nurture them at the
breast of the love of God, and urge them onward to the things of the spirit, that they may turn their
faces unto God; that their ways may conform to the rules of good conduct and their character be
second to none; that they make their own all the graces and praiseworthy qualities of humankind;
acquire a sound knowledge of the various branches of learning, so that from the very beginning of
life they may become spiritual beings, dwellers in the Kingdom, enamored of the sweet breaths of
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holiness, and may receive an education religious, spiritual, and of the Heavenly Realm. Verily will |
call upon God to grant them a happy outcome in this.
‘Abdu’l-Baha

Children are even as a branch that is fresh and green; they will grow up in whatever way you train
them. Take the utmost care to give them high ideals and goals, so that once they come of age, they
will cast their beams like brilliant candles on the world, and will... set their hearts on achieving
everlasting honor and acquiring all the excellences of humankind.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Among the greatest of all services that can possibly be rendered by man to Almighty God is the
education and training of children...so that these children, fostered by grace in the way of
salvation, growing like pearls of divine bounty in the shell of education, will one day bejewel the
crown of abiding glory. It is, however, very difficult to undertake this service, even harder to
succeed in it. | hope that thou wilt acquit thyself well in this most important of tasks, and
successfully carry the day, and become an ensign of God's abounding grace; that these children,
reared one and all in the holy Teachings, will develop natures like unto the sweet airs that blow
across the gardens of the All-Glorious, and will waft their fragrance around the world.
‘Abdu’l-Baha

Give them the advantage of every useful kind of knowledge. Let them share in every new and rare
and wondrous craft and art. Bring them up to work and strive, and accustom them to hardship.
Teach them to dedicate their lives to matters of great import, and inspire them to undertake
studies that will benefit mankind.

‘Abdu’l-Baha
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Children are the most precious treasure a community can possess, for in them are the promise and
guarantee of the future. They bear the seeds of the character of future society which is largely
shaped by what the adults constituting the community do or fail to do with respect to children.
They are a trust no community can neglect with impunity. An all-embracing love of children, the
manner of treating them, the quality of the attention shown them, the spirit of adult behavior
toward them--these are all among the vital aspects of the requisite attitude. Love demands
discipline, the courage to accustom children to hardship, not to indulge their whims or leave them
entirely to their own devices. An atmosphere needs to be maintained in which children feel that
they belong to the community and share in its purpose.
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