
GENEROUS HEARTS

“Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in adversity. Be worthy of the trust of thy neighbor, and look 
upon him with a bright and friendly face. Be a treasure to the poor, an admonisher to the rich, an an-
swerer of the cry of the needy, a preserver of the sanctity of thy pledge. Be fair in thy judgment, and 
guarded in thy speech. Be unjust to no man, and show all meekness to all men. Be as a lamp unto them 
that walk in darkness, a joy to the sorrowful, a sea for the thirsty, a haven for the distressed, an upholder 
and defender of the victim of oppression. Let integrity and uprightness distinguish all thine acts. Be a 
home for the stranger, a balm to the suffering, a tower of strength for the fugitive. Be eyes to the blind, 
and a guiding light unto the feet of the erring. Be an ornament to the countenance of truth, a crown to 
the brow of fidelity, a pillar of the temple of righteousness, a breath of life to the body of mankind, an 
ensign of the hosts of justice, a luminary above the horizon of virtue, a dew to the soil of the human 
heart, an ark on the ocean of knowledge, a sun in the heaven of bounty, a gem on the diadem of wis-
dom, a shining light in the firmament of thy generation, a fruit upon the tree of humility.”

“Be generous in your days of plenty, and be patient in the hour of loss. Adversity is followed by success 
and rejoicings follow woe. Guard against idleness and sloth, and cling unto that which profiteth mankind, 
whether young or old, whether high or low. Beware lest ye sow tares of dissension among men or plant 
thorns of doubt in pure and radiant hearts.”

“O God, my God! Aid Thou Thy trusted servants to have loving and tender hearts. Help them to spread, 
amongst all the nations of the earth, the light of guidance that cometh from the Company on high. Ver-
ily Thou art the Strong, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Subduing, the Ever-Giving. Verily Thou art the 
Generous, the Gentle, the Tender, the Most Bountiful.”

“In every dispensation, there hath been the commandment of fellowship and love, but it was a com-
mandment limited to the community of those in mutual agreement, not to the dissident foe. In this 
wondrous age, however, praised be God, the commandments of God are not delimited, not restricted 
to any one group of people, rather have all the friends been commanded to show forth fellowship and 
love, consideration and generosity and loving-kindness to every community on earth.”

“He is God. O thou seeker after truth! Behold the power and greatness of Bahá’u’lláh! Within a short 
span of time, He hath stirred up the East and the West, and raised aloft, in the midmost heart of the 
world, the banner of love and harmony, of unity and peace, of fellowship and conciliation, of truthful-
ness and rectitude. He hath freed from enmity and strife a great multitude of souls belonging to divers 
and opposing nations, to disparate and contending religions, and hath brought them under the shelter-
ing canopy of fellowship, love, and unity.”


