


O Thou Whose face is the object of my adoration, Whose beauty is my sanctuary, Whose
habitation is my goal, Whose praise is my hope, Whose providence is my companion, Whose love
is the cause of my being, Whose mention is my solace, Whose nearness is my desire, Whose
presence is my dearest wish and highest aspiration, | entreat Thee not to withhold from me the
things Thou didst ordain for the chosen ones among Thy servants. Supply me, then, with the
good of this world and of the next.

Thou, truly, art the King of all men. There is no God but Thee, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most
Generous.

Baha'u'llah



Never lose thy trust in God. Be thou ever hopeful, for the bounties of God never cease to flow upon man. If
viewed from one perspective they seem to decrease, but from another they are full and complete. Man is under
all conditions immersed in a sea of God’s blessings. Therefore, be thou not hopeless under any circumstances,
but rather be firm in thy hope.

'Abdu'l-Baha



~ Lift up your hearts above the present and look with eyes of faith into the future! Today the seed is
sown, the grain falls upon the earth, but behold the day will come when it shall rise a glorious tree
and the branches thereof shall be laden with fruit. Rejoice and be glad that this day has dawned,
try to realize its power, for it is indeed wonderful! God has crowned you with honour and in your
hearts has He set a radiant star; verily the light thereof shall brighten the whole world!
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The bright day is coming. The nucleus of the new race is forming. The harbinger of the new
ideals of international justice is appearing. The trees of hope will become verdant; the copper
of scorn and derision will be transmuted into the gold of honour and praise; the arid desert of
ignorance will be transformed into the luxuriant garden of knowledge, the threatening clouds
shall be dispelled and the stars of faith and charity will again twinkle in the clear heaven of
human consciousness.
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Do not wonder at the mercy and bounty of God. Consider thou how one spark
sets on fire a great forest. Therefore, there is great hope, and the favor and
grace of the Almighty is limitless.
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Be thou hopeful and be thou happy and rejoiced. For | have supplicated and beseeched
before the Threshold of the Almighty that thy wish may be realized, so thou mayest
overcome the self and perform charitable deeds and that human perfections may
appear from thee; that thou mayest be endowed with lofty gifts; find thy way to divine
wisdom and show forth the manners and conduct of those who are favored in the
Threshold of the Almighty.
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He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful! O God, my God! Thou seest me, Thou knowest me; Thou art my
Haven and my Refuge. None have | sought nor any will | seek save Thee; no path have | trodden nor any will |
tread but the path of Thy love. In the darksome night of despair, my eye turneth expectant and full of hope to the
morn of Thy boundless favor and at the hour of dawn my drooping soul is refreshed and strengthened in
remembrance of Thy beauty and perfection. He whom the grace of Thy mercy aideth, though he be but a drop,
shall become the boundless ocean, and the merest atom which the outpouring of Thy loving-kindness assisteth,
shall shine even as the radiant star.

Shelter under Thy protection, O Thou Spirit of purity, Thou Who art the All-Bountiful Provider, this enthralled,
enkindled servant of Thine. Aid him in this world of being to remain steadfast and firm in Thy love and grant that
this broken-winged bird attain a refuge and shelter in Thy divine nest that abideth upon the celestial tree.
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O God, my God! Thou art my Hope and my Beloved, my highest Aim and Desire!

With great humbleness and entire devotion | pray to Thee to make me a minaret of Thy love in
Thy land, a lamp of Thy knowledge among Thy creatures, and a banner of divine bounty in Thy
dominion. Number me with such of Thy servants as have detached themselves from everything
but Thee, have sanctified themselves from the transitory things of this world, and have freed
themselves from the promptings of the voicers of idle fancies. Let my heart be dilated with joy
through the spirit of confirmation from Thy kingdom, and brighten my eyes by beholding the
hosts of divine assistance descending successively upon me from the kingdom of Thine
omnipotent glory.

Thou art, in truth, the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the All-Powerful.
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Set all thy hope in God, and cleave tenaciously to His unfailing mercy. Who else but Him
can enrich the destitute, and deliver the fallen from his abasement?

Baha'u'llah




Love brings hope to the hopeless and gladdens the hearts of the sorrowful.
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Do not ye look upon the beginning of the affairs; attach your hearts to the ends and results. The |
present period is like unto the sowing time. Undoubtedly it is impregnated with perils and v
difficulties, but in the future many a harvest shall be gathered and benefits and results will

become apparent. When one considers the issue and the end, exhaustless joy and happiness will

dawn.
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Remember not your own limitations; the help of God will come to you. Forget yourself. God's help
. will surely comel!

y- When you call on the Mercy of God waiting to reinforce you, your strength will be tenfold.

Look at me: | am so feeble, yet | have had the strength given me to come amongst you: a poor
servant of God, who has been enabled to give you this message! | shall not be with you long! One
must never consider one's own feebleness, it is the strength of the Holy Spirit of Love, which gives
the power to teach. The thought of our own weakness could only bring despair. We must look higher
than all earthly thoughts; detach ourselves from every material idea, crave for the things of the
spirit; fix our eyes on the everlasting bountiful Mercy of the Almighty, who will fill our souls with the
gladness of joyful service to His command 'Love One Another'.
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Is hope important to have? If so, why?

What are sources of hope? Can we be a source
of hope to others? If so, how?
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Amidst the deepening ills afflicting
humanity, how does one maintain hope?

Is there a connection between hope, Faith, and trust
in God?



