ONENESS & JUSTICE



O Thou compassionate Lord, Thou Who art generous and able! We
are servants of Thine sheltered beneath Thy providence. Cast Thy
glance of favor upon us. Give light to our eyes, hearing to our ears,
and understanding and love to our hearts. Render our souls joyous
and happy through Thy glad tidings. O Lord! Point out to us the
pathway of Thy kingdom and resuscitate all of us through the
breaths of the Holy Spirit. Bestow upon us life everlasting and
confer upon us never-ending honor. Unify mankind and illumine the
world of humanity. May we all follow Thy pathway, long for Thy
good pleasure and seek the mysteries of Thy kingdom. O God!
Unite us and connect our hearts with Thy indissoluble bond. Verily,
Thou art the Giver, Thou art the Kind One and Thou art the
Almighty.

(‘Abdu’l-Baha)



... The light of men is Justice. Quench it not with the contrary winds
of oppression and tyranny. The purpose of justice is the appearance
of unity among men....

... Shut your eyes to estrangement, then fix your gaze upon unity.
Cleave tenaciously unto that which will lead to the well-being and
tranquillity of all mankind. This span of earth is but one homeland and
one habitation. It behoveth you to abandon vainglory which causeth
alienation and to set your hearts on whatever will ensure harmony.

(Baha'u’llah, Tablets of Baha'u’llah Revealed after the Kitab-i-Aqdas, pp. 66-68)



O Thou kind Lord! O Thou Who art generous and merciful! We are servants
of Thy threshold and are gathered beneath the sheltering shadow of Thy
divine unity. The sun of Thy mercy is shining upon all, and the clouds of Thy
bounty shower upon all. Thy gifts encompass all, Thy loving providence
sustains all, Thy protection overshadows all, and the glances of Thy favor
are cast upon all. O Lord! Grant Thine infinite bestowals, and let the light of
Thy guidance shine. lllumine the eyes, gladden the hearts with abiding joy.
Confer a new spirit upon all people and bestow upon them eternal life.
Unlock the gates of true understanding and let the light of faith shine
resplendent. Gather all people beneath the shadow of Thy bounty and
cause them to unite in harmony, so that they may become as the rays of
one sun, as the waves of one ocean, and as the fruit of one tree. May they
drink from the same fountain. May they be refreshed by the same breeze.
May they receive illumination from the same source of light. Thou art the
Giver, the Merciful, the Omnipotent.

('Abdu’l-Baha)



The Great Being saith: O well-beloved ones! The tabernacle of unity hath
been raised; regard ye not one another as strangers. Ye are the fruits of
one tree, and the leaves of one branch. We cherish the hope that the
light of justice may shine upon the world and sanctify it from tyranny. If
the rulers and kings of the earth, the symbols of the power of God,
exalted be His glory, arise and resolve to dedicate themselves to
whatever will promote the highest interests of the whole of humanity,
the reign of justice will assuredly be established amongst the children of
men, and the effulgence of its light will envelop the whole earth....

... There is no force on earth that can equal in its conquering power the
force of justice and wisdom. |, verily, affirm that there is not, and hath
never been, a host more mighty than that of justice and wisdom.... There
can be no doubt whatever that if the daystar of justice, which the clouds
of tyranny have obscured, were to shed its light upon men, the face of
the earth would be completely transformed.

(Baha'u'’llah, Tablets of Baha'u'llah Revealed after the Kitab-i-Aqgdas, pp. 164-165)




O my God! O my God! Unite the hearts of Thy servants, and reveal
to them Thy great purpose. May they follow Thy commandments
and abide in Thy law. Help them, O God, in their endeavor, and
grant them strength to serve Thee. O God! Leave them not to
themselves, but guide their steps by the light of Thy knowledge,
and cheer their hearts by Thy love. Verily, Thou art their Helper and
their Lord.

(Baha'u'llah)



We entreat God to deliver the light of equity and the sun of justice from
the thick clouds of waywardness, and cause them to shine forth upon
men. No light can compare with the light of justice. The establishment of
order in the world and the tranquillity of the nations depend upon it.

(Baha'u’llah, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf (Wilmette: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1988), pp.
28-29)



The second attribute of perfection is justice and impartiality. This
means to have no regard for one’s own personal benefits and selfish
advantages, and to carry out the laws of God without the slightest
concern for anything else. It means to see one’s self as only one of
the servants of God, the All-Possessing, and except for aspiring to
spiritual distinction, never attempting to be singled out from the
others. It means to consider the welfare of the community as one’s
own. It means, in brief, to regard humanity as a single individual, and
one’s own self as a member of that corporeal form, and to know of a
certainty that if pain or injury afflicts any member of that body, it
must inevitably result in suffering for all the rest.

(‘Abdu’l-Baha, The Secret of Divine Civilization, pp. 45-46)



O well-wisher of the world of humanity! Praised be God that thine intention was
good, that thou didst acquire knowledge and learning, and that thy wish is to
engage in service to the peoples of the world. | beseech God that thou mayest
succeed in this purpose and mayest manifest that which lieth concealed within
thy heart. In the world of creation, good intentions are of two kinds. One kind is
particular and aimed at specific people; this is limited and its scope is extremely
narrow. The other kind is directed towards all created things; it is all-pervading
and extensive in range. Whatsoever is undertaken for the sake of the universal
good is of God. Therefore, undertakings that relate somewhat to the general
good may be accomplished among civilized nations, but the only thing that is
directed wholly towards the general good is the Word of God and Divine
wisdom. This is the power which can effect a fundamental change and
transformation in the world of being. This force is creative; it is generative and
revitalizing and bringeth forth a new creation. Exert thine utmost endeavour,
therefore, in pursuing that which will be the cause of progress of the world of
humanity and will lead to perpetual exaltation and eternal life. Upon thee be
greetings and praise.

(‘Abdu’l-Baha, from a Tablet—translated from the Persian)



Today the world of humanity is walking in darkness because it is
out of touch with the world of God. That is why we do not see the
signs of God in the hearts of men. The power of the Holy Spirit has
no influence. When a divine spiritual illumination becomes manifest
in the world of humanity, when divine instruction and guidance
appear, then enlightenment follows, a new spirit is realized within,
a new power descends, and a new life is given. It is like the birth
from the animal kingdom into the kingdom of man. When man
acquires these virtues, the oneness of the world of humanity will
be revealed, the banner of international peace will be upraised,
equality between all mankind will be realized, and the Orient and
Occident will become one. Then will the justice of God become
manifest, all humanity will appear as the members of one family,
and every member of that family will be consecrated to
cooperation and mutual assistance. The lights of the love of God
will shine; eternal happiness will be unveiled; everlasting joy and
spiritual delight will be attained.

(‘Abdu’l-Baha, The Promulgation of Universal Peace)




O ye beloved of God! Know ye, verily, that the happiness of mankind lieth
in the unity and the harmony of the human race, and that spiritual and

material developments are conditioned upon love and amity among all
men.

(‘Abdu’l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha (Wilmette: Baha'i Publishing
Trust, 1997, 2009 printing), par. 225.10)



Let there be no mistake. The principle of the Oneness of Mankind—the pivot round which all the
teachings of Baha'u’llah revolve—is no mere outburst of ignorant emotionalism or an expression
of vague and pious hope.... Its message is applicable not only to the individual, but concerns
itself primarily with the nature of those essential relationships that must bind all the states and
nations as members of one human family. It does not constitute merely the enunciation of an
ideal, but stands inseparably associated with an institution adequate to embody its truth,
demonstrate its validity, and perpetuate its influence. It implies an organic change in the
structure of present-day society, a change such as the world has not yet experienced. It
constitutes a challenge, at once bold and universal, to outworn shibboleths of national creeds—
creeds that have had their day and which must, in the ordinary course of events as shaped and
controlled by Providence, give way to a new gospel, fundamentally different from, and infinitely
superior to, what the world has already conceived. It calls for no less than the reconstruction
and the demilitarization of the whole civilized world—a world organically unified in all the
essential aspects of its life, its political machinery, its spiritual aspiration, its trade and finance,
its script and language, and yet infinite in the diversity of the national characteristics of its
federated units.

(Shoghi Effendi, from a letter dated 28 November 1931, in The World Order of Baha'u’llah, pp. 42-43)




O SON OF SPIRIT!

The best beloved of all things in My sight is Justice; turn not
away therefrom if thou desirest Me, and neglect it not that | may
confide in thee. By its aid thou shalt see with thine own eyes and
not through the eyes of others, and shalt know of thine own
knowledge and not through the knowledge of thy neighbor.

Ponder this in thy heart; how it behooveth thee to be. Verily
justice is My gift to thee and the sign of My loving-kindness. Set
it then before thine eyes.

(Baha'u’llah, The Arabic Hidden Words)



O Thou kind Lord! Thou hast created all humanity from the same stock. Thou
hast decreed that all shall belong to the same household. In Thy Holy
Presence they are all Thy servants, and all mankind are sheltered beneath Thy
Tabernacle; all have gathered together at Thy Table of Bounty; all are
illumined through the light of Thy Providence.

O God! Thou art kind to all, Thou hast provided for all, dost shelter all,
conferrest life upon all. Thou hast endowed each and all with talents and
faculties, and all are submerged in the Ocean of Thy Mercy. O Thou kind Lord!
Unite all. Let the religions agree and make the nations one, so that they may
see each other as one family and the whole earth as one home. May they all
live together in perfect harmony.

O God! Raise aloft the banner of the oneness of mankind. O God! Establish the
Most Great Peace. Cement Thou, O God, the hearts together. O Thou kind
Father, God! Gladden our hearts through the fragrance of Thy love. Brighten
our eyes through the Light of Thy Guidance. Delight our ears with the melody
of Thy Word, and shelter us all in the Stronghold of Thy Providence. Thou art
the Mighty and Powerful, Thou art the Forgiving and Thou art the One Who
overlooketh the shortcomings of all mankind.

(‘Abdu’l-Baha)



The organized endeavors of the Baha'i community in these areas
are reinforced by the diverse initiatives of individual believers
working in various fields—as volunteers, professionals, and
experts—to contribute to social change. The distinctive nature of
their approach is to avoid conflict and the contest for power while
striving to unite people in the search for underlying moral and
spiritual principles and for practical measures that can lead to the
just resolution of the problems afflicting society. Baha'is perceive
humanity as a single body. All are inseparably bound to one
another. A social order structured to meet the needs of one group
at the expense of another results in injustice and oppression.
Instead, the best interest of each component part is achieved by
considering its needs in the context of the well-being of the whole.

(From a letter dated 23 December 2008 written on behalf of the Universal
House of Justice to an individual believer)




QULSTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

What is the purpose of justice?

What is the relationship between justice
and the oneness of humankind?

What does the principle of the oneness of
humanity imply for the way our society is
organized?

Is world unity possible without acceptance of
the principle of the oneness of humankind?

Can the needs of only one group be considered in
the way society is organized? What might be the
outcome of this approach?

What are some distinguishing features of an
approach that leads to the just resolution of the
problems afflicting society?



