


O peoples of the earth!

Verily the resplendent Light of God hath
appeared in your midst, invested with this
unerring Book, that ye may be guided aright
to the ways of peace and, by the leave of Godg,
step out of the darkness into the light and
onto this far-extended Path of Truth.

The Bab




The well-being of mankind, its peace and
security, are unattainable unless and until
its unity is firmly established. This unity can
never be achieved so long as the counsels
which the Pen of the Most High hath
revealed are suffered to pass unheeded.

Baha'u'llah




The third teaching of Baha'u'llah concerns universal peace
among the nations, among the religions, among the races
and native lands. He has declared that so long as prejudice
—whether religious, racial, patriotic, political or sectarian—
continues to exist among mankind, universal peace cannot
become a reality in the world. From the earliest history of
man down to the present time all the wars and bloodshed
which have taken place were caused either by religious,
racial, political or sectarian bias. Therefore, it is evident that
so long as these prejudices continue, the world of
humanity cannot attain peace and composure.

'Abdu'l-Baha



O my God! O my God!

Unite the hearts of Thy servants, and reveal to
them Thy great purpose. May they follow Thy
commandments and abide in Thy law. Help
them, O God, in their endeavor, and grant them
strength to serve Thee. O God! Leave them not
to themselves, but guide their steps by the light
of Thy knowledge, and cheer their hearts by Thy
love. Verily, Thou art their Helper and their Lord.

Baha'u'llah



O Lord! Provide for the speedy growth of the Tree of Thy divine Unity; water it then, O
Lord, with the flowing waters of Thy good-pleasure, and cause it, before the revelations of
Thy divine assurance, to vyield such fruits as Thou desirest for Thy glorification and
exaltation, Thy praise and thanksgiving, and to magnity Thy Name, to laud the oneness of
Thine Essence and to offer adoration unto Thee, inasmuch as all this lieth within Thy grasp
and in that of none other.

Great is the blessedness of those whose blood Thou hast chosen wherewith to water the
Tree of Thine affirmation, and thus to exalt Thy holy and immutable Word.

The Bab



God's purpose in sending His Prophets unto men is
twofold. The first is to liberate the children of men from
the darkness of ignorance, and guide them to the light of

true understanding.

The second is to ensure the peace and tranquillity of
mankind, and provide all the means by which they can be

established.

Baha'u'llah



O ye beloved of the Lord and handmaids of the All-Merciful!
No sooner had the Sun of Truth shone forth from the heaven
of sanctity than it shed upon the horizons of the world the
ight of unity of thought, unity of opinion, unity of belief, and
unity of truth. And this, so that humankind might come
together at one single point with respect to thoughts and
beliefs; that quarrels, disputes, and conflicts might wholly
disappear from amongst humankind; and that the same Light
radiating from the Sun of Truth might illumine every heart. For
the sake of this complete unity, this perfect harmony, His
blessed Being endured every woe and all manner of trial and
tribulation in such wise that eyes weep and hearts are for
evermore consumed.

‘Abdu’l-Baha




O Thou kind Lorad! This gathering is turning to Thee. These hearts are radiant with Thy
love. These minds and spirits are exhilarated by the message of Thy glad-tidings. O God!
Let this American democracy become glorious in spiritual degrees even as it has aspired
to material degrees, and render this just government victorious. Confirm this revered
nation to upraise the standard of the oneness of humanity, to promulgate the Most
Great Peace, to become thereby most glorious and praiseworthy among all the nations
of the world. O God! This American nation is worthy of Thy favors and is deserving of Thy
mercy. Make it precious and near to Thee through Thy bounty and bestowal.

‘Abdu’l-Baha



... Praise be to God that thou hast attained!... Thou hast come to see a
prisoner and an exile.... We desire but the good of the world and
happiness of the nations; yet they deem us a stirrer up of strife and
sedition worthy of bondage and banishment.... That all nations should
become one in faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection
and unity between the sons of men should be strengthened; that diversity
of religion should cease, and differences of race be annulled—what harm
s there in this?... Yet so it shall be; these fruitless strifes, these ruinous
wars shall pass away, and the “Most Great Peace” shall come.... Do not
you in Europe need this also? Is not this that which Christ foretold?... Yet
do we see your kings and rulers lavishing their treasures more freely on
means for the destruction of the human race than on that which would
conduce to the happiness of mankind.... These strifes and this bloodshed
and discord must cease, and all men be as one kindred and one family....
Let not a man glory in this, that he loves his country; let him rather glory in
this, that he loves his kind....

Baha'u'llah



Therefore, strive to show in the human world that women are
most capable and efficient, that their hearts are more tender
and susceptible than the hearts of men, that they are more
philanthropic and responsive toward the needy and suffering,
that they are inflexibly opposed to war and are lovers of peace.
Strive that the ideal of international peace may become realized
through the efforts of womankind, for man is more inclined to
war than woman, and a real evidence of woman'’s superiority will
be her service and efficiency in the establishment of universal
peace.

‘Abdu’l-Baha




Rest thou assured that in this era of the spirit, the Kingdom of Peace will raise up its
tabernacle on the summits of the world, and the commandments of the Prince of Peace
will so dominate the arteries and nerves of every people as to draw into His sheltering

shade all the nations on earth. From springs of love and truth and unity will the true
Shepherd give His sheep to drink.

O handmaid of God, peace must first be established among individuals, until it leadeth
in the end to peace among nations. Wherefore, O ye Baha'ls, strive ye with all your might
to create, through the power of the Word of God, genuine love, spiritual communion
and durable bonds among individuals. This is your task.

‘Abdu’l-Baha



Today the world of humanity is in need of international unity and
conciliation. To establish these great fundamental principles a propelling
power is needed. It is self-evident that the unity of the human world and
the Most Great Peace cannot be accomplished through material means.
They cannot be established through political power, for the political
interests of nations are various and the policies of peoples are divergent
and conflicting. They cannot be founded through racial or patriotic
power, for these are human powers, selfish and weak. The very nature of
racial differences and patriotic prejudices prevents the realization of this
unity and agreement. Therefore, it is evidenced that the promotion of
the oneness of the kingdom of humanity, which is the essence of the
teachings of all the Manifestations of Goq, is impossible except through
the divine power and breaths of the Holy Spirit. Other powers are too
weak and are incapable of accomplishing this.

'Abdu'l-Baha



All of us know that international peace is
g00d, that it is conducive to human welfare
and the glory of man, but volition and action
are necessary before it can be established.
Action is essential. Inasmuch as this century is
a century of light, capacity for action is
assured to mankind. Necessarily the divine
principles will be spread among men until the
time of action arrives. Surely this has been so,
and truly the time and conditions are ripe for

action Nnow....
‘Abdu’l-Baha




What should be stated plainly here is that Baha'is do not believe the transformation thus envisioned
will come about exclusively through their own efforts. Nor are they trying to create a movement that
would seek to impose on society their vision of the future. Every nation and every group—indeed, every
individual—will, to a greater or lesser degree, contribute to the emergence of the world civilization
towards which humanity is irresistibly moving. Unity will progressively be achieved, as foreshadowed by
‘Abdu’l-Bahg, in different realms of social existence, for instance, “unity in the political realm”, “unity of
thought in world undertakings”, “unity of races” and the “unity of nations”. As these come to be realized,
the structures of a politically united world, which respects the full diversity of culture and provides

channels for the expression of dignity and honour, will gradually take shape.
The question that occupies the worldwide Baha'i community, then, is how it can best contribute to the

civilization-building process as its resources increase. It sees two dimensions to its contribution. The
first is related to its own growth and development, and the second to its involvement in society at large.
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

What is the relationship between peace and unity? Is it possible to have one without the other?

What is needed to establish peace and tranquility in the world? How can international peace become realized?
Why is the well-being of mankind, its peace, and security unattainable unless and until its unity is established?
Is world unity possible without acceptance of the principle of the oneness of humankind?

How can we best contribute to the civilization-building process as our resources increase?



