
SERVICE TO HUMANITY

“The fifth principle or teaching of Bahá’u’lláh is the abandoning of religious, racial, patriotic and political 
prejudices, which destroy the foundations of human society. All mankind are creatures and servants of 
the one God. The surface of the earth is one home; humanity is one family and household. Distinctions 
and boundaries are artificial, human. Why should there be discord and strife among men? All must be-
come united and coordinated in service to the world of humanity.”

“O God! Make this assemblage radiant. Make the hearts merciful. Confer the bounties of the Holy Spir-
it. Endow them with a power from heaven. Bless them with heavenly minds. Increase their sincerity, so 
that with all humility and contrition they may turn to Thy kingdom and be occupied with service to the 
world of humanity. May each one become a radiant candle. May each one become a brilliant star. May 
each one become beautiful in color and redolent of fragrance in the kingdom of God.”

“O Thou merciful God! O Thou Who art mighty and powerful! O Thou most kind Father! These servants 
have gathered together, turning to Thee, supplicating Thy threshold, desiring Thine endless bounties 
from Thy great assurance. They have no purpose save Thy good pleasure. They have no intention save 
service to the world of humanity.”

“Oh, friends of God! If ye will trust in the Word of God and be strong; if ye will follow the precepts of 
Bahá’u’lláh to tend the sick, raise the fallen, care for the poor and needy, give shelter to the destitute, 
protect the oppressed, comfort the sorrowful and love the world of humanity with all your hearts, then 
I say unto you that erelong this meeting-place will see a wonderful harvest. Day by day each member 
will advance and become more and more spiritual. But ye must have a firm foundation and your aims 
and ambitions must be clearly understood by each member. They shall be as follows:

    1.  To show compassion and goodwill to all mankind.
    2.  To render service to humanity.
    3.  To endeavour to guide and enlighten those in darkness.
    4.  To be kind to everyone, and show forth affection to every living soul.
   5.  To be humble in your attitude towards God, to be constant in prayer to Him, so as to grow daily    
          nearer to God.
   6.  To be so faithful and sincere in all your actions that every member may be known as embodying  
           the qualities of honesty, love, faith, kindness, generosity, and courage. To be detached from all that  
          is not God, attracted by the Heavenly Breath —a divine soul.”



“It is possible, of course, to create a program for children which is inspired by the Bahá’í teachings and 
conveys such topics as moral education, comparative religion, peace, concern for the environment, ser-
vice to humanity, or world citizenship. Such programs might also convey practical subjects such as litera-
cy, academic tutoring, or vocational training.”

SERVICE TO HUMANITY

Should Prayer take the form of action?
‘Abdu’l-Bahá: “Yes: In the Bahá’í Cause arts, sciences and all crafts are (counted as) worship. The man 
who makes a piece of notepaper to the best of his ability, conscientiously, concentrating all his forces on 
perfecting it, is giving praise to God. Briefly, all effort and exertion put forth by man from the fullness of 
his heart is worship, if it is prompted by the highest motives and the will to do service to humanity. This 
is worship: to serve mankind and to minister to the needs of the people. Service is prayer. A physician 
ministering to the sick, gently, tenderly, free from prejudice and believing in the solidarity of the human 
race, he is giving praise.”

“With hearts set aglow by the fire of the love of God and spirits refreshed by the food of the heavenly 
spirit you must go forth as the disciples nineteen hundred years ago, quickening the hearts of men by 
the call of glad tidings, the light of God in your faces, severed from everything save God. Therefore, order 
your lives in accordance with the first principle of the divine teaching, which is love. Service to humanity is 
service to God. Let the love and light of the Kingdom radiate through you until all who look upon you shall 
be illumined by its reflection. Be as stars, brilliant and sparkling in the loftiness of their heavenly station.” 

“The light that has ever illuminated your path is the principle of the oneness of humankind—the pivot 
around which revolve all of the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh. “The tabernacle of unity hath been raised,” you 
have taught your children from an early age, “regard ye not one another as strangers. Ye are the fruits 
of one tree, and the leaves of one branch.” Prejudice, you have maintained, cannot be counteracted 
with estrangement and enmity; one must transcend it through kindness and love. The foundation of all 
forms of prejudice, it has been your constant assertion, is ignorance, and it can be overcome, therefore, 
as the light of knowledge is diffused through concerted action and collaboration with others, for one of 
the most effective ways to rise above prejudice is to work in unison towards a common goal. You are 
well aware, of course, that the principle of the oneness of humankind, as proclaimed by Bahá’u’lláh, is 
inconsistent with any attempt to impose uniformity. Its watchword is unity in diversity. To accept it is to 
embrace the rich diversity that characterizes the human race. To promote it implies helping every soul to 
develop and express his or her God-given talents and capacities in service to humanity.”
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“To observe the Bahá’í world at work is to behold a vista bright indeed. In the life of the individual be-
liever who desires, above all, to invite others into communion with the Creator and to render service to 
humanity can be found signs of the spiritual transformation intended for every soul by the Lord of the 
Age. In the spirit animating the activities of any Bahá’í community dedicated to enhancing the capacity 
of its members young and old, as well as of its friends and collaborators, to serve the common weal can 
be perceived an indication of how a society founded upon divine teachings might develop.” 

“Man’s honour and glory lie in purity, truthfulness, benevolence, virtue and constancy, not in earthly 
vanities and riches. Should a soul succeed in rendering a signal service to the world of humanity, …he 
will be exalted above the most exalted and will be accounted as the greatest of the great ones. This, 
indeed, is abounding riches! This, indeed, is abundant treasure! This, indeed, is everlasting wealth!”

“I praise God that I am privileged to be present in this revered assembly which is quickened with spir-
itual susceptibilities and heavenly attraction—its members investigating reality, their utmost hope the 
establishment of international peace and their greatest purpose service to the world of humanity.”

“O Thou kind Lord! These lovely children are the handiwork of the fingers of Thy might and the won-
drous signs of Thy greatness. O God! Protect these children, graciously assist them to be educated and 
enable them to render service to the world of humanity. O God! These children are pearls, cause them 
to be nurtured within the shell of Thy loving-kindness.”

“O My dear children! Your letter was received. A degree of joy was attained that is beyond words or 
writing that, praise be to God, the power of the Kingdom of God hath trained such children who, from 
their early childhood, eagerly wish to acquire Bahá’í education that they may, from the period of their 
childhood, engage in service to the world of humanity.”

“In addition to this fundamental purpose underlying all Revelation, there is a particular central pur-
pose for each Dispensation. The one for this Dispensation is the establishment of the oneness of the 
world of humanity, and it is a Bahá’í teaching that the spiritual development of the soul requires not 
merely prayer and meditation, but also active service to one’s fellowmen in accordance with the laws 
and principles of the Revelation of God. The reconstruction of human society and the spiritual ad-
vancement of individual souls go hand in hand.”


